
In brIef...
JESSOP STORES EnTER 
THE SPOTLigHT  
✱ GCW was appointed by 
the administrator to The 
Jessop Group, PWC to 
appraise the portfolio of 189 
stores and realise value for 
creditors. Working with two 
other agents, it found initial 
strong interest in the portfolio. 
The project follows work on 
the administration of Jane 
Norman, TJ Hughes and Fenn 
Wright Manson.

gCW HiTS THE Big 40
✱ New appointments 
in Portsmouth, Hemel 
Hempstead and Oldham see 
GCW’s list of shopping centres 
reach 40 for the first time. 
Read more on page 5.

BARnSLEY HUnTS FOR 
FinAnCiAL BACKER
✱ The proposed Marketplace 
shopping centre in Barnsley 
is actively seeking funding 
partners. GCW is joint letting 
agent on the £125 million 
project which will create 
450,000 sq ft of retail and 
leisure space with a 75,000 
sq ft Debenhams as anchor 
tenant, a 20,000 sq ft H&M 
and a seven screen Odeon.
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Big in RETAiL

■ GCW’s investment team is 
reaping the benefits of the firm’s 
retail expertise as it adds a 
number of deals for new client, 
The Co-operative Estates to its 
growing portfolio.

After the successful disposal 
of two challenging properties 
for The Co-operative Estates, 
the Next store in Eltham and the 
HSBC unit in Ilford, GCW has 
been instructed to dispose of a 
number of sale and leaseback 
Co-op supermarkets where 
additional non Co-op tenancies, 
both residential and retail, form 
part of the ownership. They offer 
investors the opportunity to buy 
into the solid income offered 
by supermarkets at attractive 
blended yields.

The Co-op in Parsons Green is 
one of the first tranche where the 
supermarket retailer will be taking 
an unbroken 20 year lease with 
five yearly reviews linked to RPI, 
cap and collared at 1 and 4 per 
cent respectively. The adjoining 
unit is let to upmarket café 
operator, Le Pain Quotidien for a 
further 12 years. The investment 
is going to be marketed at 
£4,600,000 reflecting a blended 
net initial yield of 5.25 per cent.

The other sale and leaseback 
properties include the Clivedon 
Shopping Centre in Maidenhead 

and parades in Sutton and 
Bexleyheath. A second tranche 
of properties will include sales 
in Earlsfield, London SW18, 
Abbey Wood, SE2 and Pyrford, 
Surrey where there are additional 
potential development angles.

The new instructions follow 
GCW’s successful expansion of 
its investment team last year.

“Our latest instructions are 
a result of our consultancy 
track record plus an in-depth 
knowledge of what investors are 
looking for and what retailers are 
doing. This is more important in 
tough market conditions where 
rental value and the potential 

to relet are so key,” says GCW 
director Fiona Nichols.

GCW has completed a wide 
range of investment deals in the 
past few months, including:
■ In Chesterfield, a property let 
to Primark until March 2025 and 
Card Factory to December 2014.

It was acquired from LAP on 
behalf of CBRE Global Investors 
for £6.92 million reflecting a yield 
of 7.5 per cent.
■ A Marks & Spencer store in 
Sale, Manchester with 13 years 
unexpired on the lease has been 
sold to CBRE Global Investors 
for £6.1 million reflecting a yield 
of 5.25 per cent. GCW acted for 
the vendors.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

fiona.nichols@gcw.co.uk 

■ Tower Ramparts Shopping 
Centre in Ipswich has attracted 
leading fashion retailer River 
Island to take a new flagship 
store at the entrance to the 
shopping centre 

GCW acted for LaSalle 
Investment Management on the 
deal which sees River Island 
relocate from its existing unit on 
Tavern Street to a 12,200 sq ft 

store over two levels, on a 10 
year lease. 

 This is the first major tenant 
to commit to the scheme since 
LIM’s purchase over a year ago. 
The landlord plans to refurbish 
and rebrand the shopping centre 
alongside a reconfiguration of 
the former Littlewoods store at 
the rear of the scheme to create 
three further large retail units. The 

shopping centre is located on 
the main retail pitch in the heart 
of a strong town centre which is 
ranked 40 in the UK.

“River Island’s move is 
important to the work to 
rejuvenate the centre.” says 
GCW director Chris Hovington

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

chris.hovington@gcw.co.uk 

www.gcw.co.uk

Retail market knowledge 
woos investment clients

River Island takes Ipswich flagship store 
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The Co-op in Parsons Green 
offers an attractive deal for 
potential investors
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DEALS
✱ GCW has agreed deals 
for two new stores for client 
Fat Face. The retailer takes 
a 10 year lease on a 2,700 
sq ft unit for £42,500 pa at 
Market Place, Ashbourne in 
Derbyshire. It also relocates 
in Tunbridge Wells to a new 
4,700 sq ft store at Calverley 
Road. Fat Face will move in the 
Spring to the prime unit in an 
old Barclays Bank on a 10 year 
lease at £149,500 pa. 

✱ GCW has agreed two 
deals in London on behalf of 
a private landlord. Notting 
Hill Opticians takes a 480 sq 
ft unit on Notting Hill Gate 
at £43,500 pa on a 10 year 
lease and gelato outlet Gelano 
Manzinis takes a 506 sq ft unit 
at Lupus Street, Pimlico on 
a 10 year lease with a 5 year 
break for £26,000 pa.

✱ Holland & Barrett takes a 
unit with 2,225 sq ft on ground 
floor and 1,362 sq ft on the first 
floor at Streatham High Road, 
London on a 10 year lease at 
£65,000 pa with six months 
rent free. GCW acted for the 
landlord CBRE Investors. 

✱ GCW has completed its 
latest deals for Tesco Express 
as part of its on-going work 
for the major retailer. In 
Gravesend, Tesco takes a 
5,400 sq ft unit at Whinfell Way 
for £60,000 pa. In Sydenham, 
Tesco opens a 4,500 sq ft unit 
in a former public house at 
Sydenham Road for £49,000 
pa and in Tunbridge Wells, in 
another former public house, 
a 3,790 sq ft unit for £65,000 
pa. All three deals are on a 20 
year lease with a tenant break 
at 10 years.

■ Fashion retailer H&M will 
open a flagship store as part 
of the significant investment 
at Hammersmith’s Kings Mall 
shopping centre.

Remodelling and refurbishment 
of the centre is underway and 
H&M will take a 30,000 sq ft 
store at the entrance to the 
centre when work completes 
in the autumn. Upmarket 
sushi restaurant Wasabi has 
also signed a deal to move to 
the centre and has opened a 
restaurant fronting King Street.

MP Kings Retail bought 
Kings Mall in 2011 and now 
has planning consent for the 
refurbishment of the 300,000 
sq ft shopping centre. The 
major remodelling includes a 
new entrance from King Street, 
re-cladding the exterior of the 
shopping centre, improved 
lighting and mall finishes, and 
extending the Lyric Theatre to 

provide a Children’s Theatre and 
Educational Centre.

GCW associate director Chris 
Baker says that the H&M and 
Wasabi lettings are the first steps 
in a strategy to attract more high 
street brands to Hammersmith.

“Kings Mall already provides 
a strong retail offer, but the 

refurbishment proposals and 
MP’s ambitions for the centre 
can significantly improve 
Hammersmith as a shopping 
destination,” he says.

H&M and Wasabi join existing 
tenants Primark, River Island, 
New Look, Foot Locker and WH 
Smith in Kings Mall.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

chris.baker@gcw.co.uk

Hammersmith attracts H&M 
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■ Coffee and muffin chain BB’s 
plans to open 10 more outlets 
this year as it continues to roll out 
its new store design.

The two latest deals agreed 
by GCW see BB’s open a 1,000 
sq ft unit in the Royals shopping 
centre in Southend at £47,000 
pa on a 10 year lease and a 
store in the Putney Exchange 
shopping centre with 992 sq ft 
plus mall seating on a 10 year 
lease.

BB’s launched a radical 
rebranding and store design in 

its UK stores in 2011 and has 
already updated stores in Dalton 
Park, Boscombe, Hempstead 
Valley and Watford and will 
continue to do more this year. 
The business was taken over by 
Kapelad in 2009 and now has 33 
stores. 

BB’s hopes to open 1,500 
sq ft sites with mall or outdoor 
seating across the south of 
England.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

steve.brown@gcw.co.uk 

BB’s continues expansion 

Kids clubs plan 
London roll out 
■ Familiare, the first branded 
network of private high street 
clubs providing support and 
leisure services for new families, 
is tapping into GCW’s expertise.

GCW is working to find 
modern, high quality venues of 
around 5,000- 6,000 sq ft for 
the clubs across London’s so-
called Nappy Valleys, densely 
populated areas with affluent 
families and high numbers of 
babies and pre-school children.

The clubs will offer access to 
a creche, café and bar, a work 
area, spa, educational classes, 
an onsite health professional, 
and age-appropriate play and 
learning facilities for babies 
and young children. They will 
be located in secondary retail 
locations, no more than a ten 
minute walk from prime high 
street pitch. Clubs in shopping 
centres will concentrate on 
providing crèche facilities and 
attracting daily members.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

emma.lucas@gcw.co.uk

H&M will open a new store at 
the entrance to Kings Mall
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■ GCW has successfully 
completed its second project for 
administrator Grant Thornton, 
asset managing and selling a 
collection of retail and office 
properties in central Ealing, West 
London.

The core site, made up of The 
Arcadia Centre and a number 
of adjacent retail units, which 
dominates the heart of Ealing’s 
Broadway retail pitch was sold 
beyond expectations for more 
than £37 million. 

Grant Thornton was appointed 
administrator on the properties 
by Ireland’s National Asset 
Management Agency who 
subsequently appointed GCW 
and London & Associated 
Properties (LAP) as letting agents 
and asset managers with a brief 
to add value so that the site 
could be sold.

Several key lettings by GCW 
on Ealing Broadway during 
2012 helped to secure the sale. 
Electronics specialist Maplin 
moved to the Broadway on a 
15 year lease at £120,000 pa; 
Ladbrokes took a unit at £52,500 
pa and estate agent Thames 
View a unit at £37,500 pa both 
on 10 year leases. Shoe retailer 
Aldo also agreed a deal to open 
on the Broadway. 

“These deals added value to 
the property portfolio and helped 
to achieve the sale. We were 
able to prove that there was real 

interest in Ealing as a centre for 
shopping and that it offers plenty 
of potential for the future,” says 
GCW director David Gooch.

“LAP and GCW were able 
to offer a seamless one-stop 
service to the administrator by 
looking after the centre whilst 
demonstrating the increased 
value,” adds Gooch.

The 2.8-acre Arcadia site 
was purchased by Benson 
Elliot, the UK-based private 
equity real estate investor, who 
has appointed GCW as letting 
agent, to carry out professional 
work and to offer on-going 
consultancy for the project. 
Benson Elliot plans to undertake 
a phased redevelopment and 
is likely to radically redevelop 
the rest of the site creating a 

mixed use of residential and 
retail to make the most of 
the opportunities created by 
Crossrail when it opens in 2018. 

As part of the same project, 
GCW has also sold Villiers House 
for £14.5 million to Maxicorp. 
The sale of a large office building 
let to the BBC and 12 shops 
above Ealing Broadway station 
was handled by GCW alongside 
agents Coady Supple.

This is the second major 
project GCW has completed 
for Grant Thornton following the 
successful asset management of 
three shopping centres making 
up the Sapphire Retail Fund in 
2010.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

david.gooch@gcw.co.uk 

■ The successful tenant mix 
strategy at Mell Square in Solihull 
continues to pay dividends as 
the centre attracts both quality 
independents and well-known 
national brands.

Two independent retailers, 
home accessories store, Liv 
Furniture and beauty spa, O Spa, 
both opened late last year. Liv 
Furniture signed a 10 year lease 
at £50,000 pa on a 3,800 sq ft 
unit in Mill Lane. New business, 
O Spa signed a 10 year lease at 
£40,000 pa on a 2,000 sq ft unit 
in Drury Lane.

Existing tenant and ladieswear 
retailer Bridge has taken an 
additional unit to trade as Oska 
on the back of its on-going 
success. It takes a 750 sq ft unit 
at £25,000 pa on a new five year 
lease. 

Two national brands, shoe 
store Hotter Comfort Concept 
and outdoor sports clothing 
specialist Trespass, also started 
trading successfully from the 
centre late last year. Hotter 
opened a 4,212 sq ft unit in 
Mill Lane, on a 10 year lease at 
£115,000 pa and Trespass took 
a 5,405 sq ft unit in Mill Lane on 
a five year lease at £40,000 pa. 

GCW and Cushman & 
Wakefield secured the deals 
on behalf of shopping centre 
landlord, Aviva Investors.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

nick.warr@gcw.co.uk  

Ealing attracts leading 
retailers to cement sale

Solihull opens 
doors to new 
tenants 

Big in retail
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■ Pasty Presto is the latest in a line of food 
retailers to appoint GCW to help drive its 
expansion plans. 

Founded in 1994, the first shop opened 
in Mevagissey, Cornwall selling high quality 
pasties and expanded its range to include 
fresh pastries and gourmet coffee.

Pasty Presto now plans to open up to 
eight new stores to add to its existing 25 and 
GCW hopes to secure properties in tourist-
related, seaside and coastal locations. It is 
looking for stores from 300 to 1,000 sq ft 

across the UK and has the first new store 
under offer in the Lake District. 

“The brand needs an affluent catchment 
and we have strong experience dealing with 
coastal and tourist locations that will be ideal 
for sourcing new stores.  The company has 
been growing steadily and now has a clear 
idea of what will be successful,” says GCW 
director Gareth Storer.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

gareth.storer@gcw.co.uk 

Pasty Presto heads for the coast  

Maplin is one of several leading retailers moving to Ealing
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dEALS
■ A property let to Superdry 
in Windsor from March 
2012 has been acquired 
on behalf of CBRE Global 
Investors from London & 
Associated Properties by 
GCW’s investment team. The 
purchase is for £ 3.33 million 
reflecting a yield of 5.25 per 
cent. 

■ Acting for a private landlord, 
GCW has agreed a deal to 
bring stationary supplier Blott 
to Windsor’s Peascod Street 
continuing the firm’s high 
activity in the town. The 1,360 
sq ft unit is let on a 10 year 
lease with a tenant break at 
year five at £85,000 pa. GCW 
also agreed a deal next door 
for Vikorta for Hotter Shoes 
to take a 1,539 sq ft unit at 
£100,000 pa on a 10 year 
lease with a tenant break at 
year six. 

■ GCW has agreed a deal for 
landlord LaSalle Investment 
Management to let a 6,300 sq 
ft unit at Cheltenham High 
Street to retailer Brighthouse. 
The unit is let on a 10 year 
lease at £82,000 pa with a 
tenant break at year five.

■ Little Squiggles Café takes 
a new 10 year lease on a 
1,700 sq ft unit at Sutton High 
Street. GCW acted for landlord 
Threadneedle Investments 
and the unit is let at £42,500 
pa with a tenant break at the 
third year. 

■ Toy Barnhaus moves to the 
St Nicholas centre in Sutton in 
a deal by GCW for the landlord 
which is likely to attract new 
shoppers and help increase 
footfall at the centre. The toy 
retailer takes a 2,000 sq ft unit 
on a 10 years lease at £40,000 
pa with two months rent free. 

■ GCW has been appointed by 
London & Associated Properties 
(LAP) and Lloyds Bank as letting 
agents and to assist with asset 
management of the debt-ridden 
Agora Shopping Centre fund.

The fund is made up of four 
shopping centres, Cavern 
Walks in Liverpool, Fishergate in 
Preston, Market Place in Bolton 
and Middleton near Manchester. 

LAP purchased 50 per cent 
of the fund in Autumn 2012 
for £1 from Warner Estate 
and owns the four centres 
in a joint venture with Lloyds 
Bank.  The fund was placed into 
consensual administration last 
month with Deloitte appointed 
as administrator and GCW 
continuing in its role.    

“Our aim is to turn the 
schemes around. The plan 
is to reverse the decline as 
fast as we can and to look at 
redevelopment opportunities. 
Our job is to prove that they can 
be successful by improving how 
they perform on a daily basis,” 
says GCW director David Gooch.

“The quickest way is to get 
occupancy levels up and reduce 
the number of voids. This may 
include temporary lets,” he adds.  

GCW is working with a sub 
agent, Bradys, in Liverpool to 
enable Cavern Walks to be filled 
with local tenants. The centre 
had been 40 per cent vacant but 
was full for Christmas. And in 

Middleton, GCW has a number 
of retail units under offer. 

“We need to demonstrate 
that the centres are improving to 
the point that we can sell them 
successfully within the next year 
or two,” adds Gooch.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

david.gooch@gcw.co.uk 

■ Long-established GCW retail 
client JoJo Maman Bebe has 
opened its first international 
store in Dublin as it continues to 
expand. 

JoJo’s first store in Ireland 
opened at Dublin’s Wicklow 
Street in 910 sq ft at 105,000 
Euros pa. The retailer, which 
has traditionally been based 
close to where people live, 
has also opened its first two 
city centre stores in York and 
Nottingham which are trading 
well. In Nottingham it opened at 
11 The Poultry in an 800 sq ft 
store at £58,000 pa and at York’s 
Low Petergate in 2,000 sq ft at 
£80,000 pa. 

GCW has completed 12 deals 
in 2012 for the retailer which now 

has 53 stores across the UK. It 
has five more stores under offer 
and is likely to complete a similar 
number in 2013, including more 
city centre openings. 

To support its expansion JoJo 
has doubled its distribution 
space with a new 85,000 sq ft 
unit in Newport, South Wales 
where it has its headquarters. 

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

emma.lucas@gcw.co.uk

GCW takes on Agora’s 
four shopping centres

JoJo looks overseas as 
growth continues 

Big in retail
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Bolton’s Market Place hopes to boost its performance

Nurseries plan 
capital spend 

■ Asquith Nurseries has 
appointed GCW to help further 
expand its nationwide chain of 
nurseries and childcare facilities.

With a significant capital 
budget to invest, Asquith will 
consider acquiring new sites 
both as leasehold and freehold. It 
will also look at buying out other 
businesses, and purchasing 
development sites. 

GCW is casting a wide net 
across the South East to find the 
best locations for Asquith to meet 
its very specific requirements; 
4,000 sq ft properties on one 
floor, an external play area, 
parking and drop off facilities and 
permission for D1 use.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

gareth.storer@gcw.co.uk 
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■ GCW has hit a landmark 
high of 40 shopping centre 
instructions across the UK as it 
wins a string of appointments 
including centres in Portsmouth 
and Oldham.

In Portsmouth, GCW has been 
appointed as joint leasing agents 
with Sanderson Weatherall on 
Cascades shopping centre 
by Orchard Street Investment 
Management. In the heart of the 
city, it is the dominant shopping 
centre in Portsmouth with 
tenants including Primark, Next, 
Marks & Spencer and H&M. 

“GCW has plenty of 
experience in Portsmouth and 
the initial plan is to strengthen 
what we’ve got and to fill the 
existing voids. Our job is to make 
sure it can hold its own by giving 
it a new lease of life,” says GCW 
director Duncan Kite. 

“Cascades is the leading 
centre in a thriving city so we 
look forward to working with 
GCW to make the most of the 
opportunities it can offer,” says 
Andrew Jenkins Orchard Street 
asset manager. 

In Oldham, GCW has been 
appointed by Vale Retail and 
Grant Thornton to act as joint 
letting agents with Tushingham 
Moore on the Spindles Town 
Square shopping centre. 

The scheme dominates the 
town centre and is anchored by 
Boots, Debenhams and H&M, 
with BHS recently opening a new 

31,000 sq ft store. 
Oldham is one of the eight 

shopping centres which formed 
the CBRE Retail Property Fund 
Britannica which collapsed into 
administration towards the end 
of last year.

To meet the increasing 
demand GCW’s shopping centre 
leasing team is now resourced 
by 10 surveyors, with Jonathan 
Daniels recently moving across 
from the high street agency 
team.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

duncan.kite@gcw.co.uk 

■ GCW has won its first 
shopping centre instruction from 
Aberdeen Asset Management as 
it becomes joint letting agent at 
the Riverside Shopping Centre in 
Hemel Hempstead.

The firm will work alongside 
Angermann Goddard & Loyd 
to bolster the tenant mix in the 
320,000 sq ft scheme. It is 
anchored by Debenhams and 
other tenants include H&M, 
Next, TK Maxx, Waterstones and 
Starbucks. Leisure operators 
include Pizza Express, Premier 
Inn and Anytime Fitness. 

There are six units vacant in 
the centre from 1,600 to 9,900 
sq ft, including a prominent 
3,000 sq ft unit.  

“We hope to bring some new 
ideas to help the scheme. There 
is scope to merge vacant units 
to create a flagship store,” says 
GCW director Chris Hovington.  

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

chris.hovington@gcw.co.uk

GCW 
hits the 
big 40 

Aberdeen hires 
GCW for Hemel 
Hempstead 

Big in retail
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■ GCW client JD Sports has 
launched a new brand, JD Pro, 
targeted at the performance 
sports market with a new store 
on Bow Lane in the City of 
London.

The 8,000 sq ft store, 
arranged over three floors, 
opened just before Christmas 
and is trading well. It offers 

Portsmouth’s Cascades is the leading centre in a thriving city

specialist sportswear and 
equipment to sports enthusiasts 
and has been backed by a range 
of leading brands.

The new store is being 
marketed directly to City workers 
and is designed as a destination 
store. The concept is intended 
to operate where people work 
or live and the Bow Lane store 

is seen as a pilot to test the 
demand for specialist sports 
equipment from an affluent 
customer base. 

GCW advised JD on the best 
store balancing the rental cost 
and location. 

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

david.gooch@gcw.co.uk  

JD Pro woos sports fans  

■ French food retailer Madame 
Gautier is planning to roll out 
stores across London following 
the success of its first site in 
south-west London.

The retailer, which started 
out as a market stall and offers 
restaurant-style food to take 
home, opened its first site in 
Barnes early last year and is 
now looking to open around five 
more units in London’s villages. 
It hopes to benefit from the 
huge demand in London for 
high quality fast food and has 
appointed GCW to advise on the 
expansion.

Madame Gautier will open 
stores with around 500 sq ft of 
trading space.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

emma.lucas@gcw.co.uk

French food 
targets London 
villages 

GCW Feb   5 16/2/13   10:11:29



6 FEBRUARY 2013

GCW is a market-leading retail 
property consultancy, offering a 
nationwide service.
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■ GCW acted as consultants 
to bring supermarket Asda to 
Hailsham’s Quintins Shopping 
Centre in a deal that has 
rejuvenated the centre.

Asda moved to the site of 
a former Co-op supermarket 
which closed in September 
2011. It agreed the deal on the 
26,000 sq ft store for £280,000 
pa following strong competition 
from other supermarkets and 

leading retailers. 
Asda has made a 20 year 

commitment to the town and has 
formed a strong anchor for the 
centre with footfall doubling since 
it opened.  

The Quintins centre has 
a number of smaller shops 
including multiples such as 
Superdrug, Holland & Barrett 
and Store 21, many of which had 
lease renewals coming up. It is 

the older of the two shopping 
centres in the town which has 
two other leading supermarkets 
with stronger facilities. The centre 
suffered massively in the 2008 
market recession and there are 
11 vacant units at the centre. 

“At £10.70 per sq ft it is the 
lowest open-market supermarket 
letting for some time but there 
were strong motivations to do 
the deal. It gives the centre a 

strong platform on which to 
renew leases and to attract new 
tenants,” says GCW director 
Keith Whale.  

GCW acted as consultants 
to Derbyshire County Council 
pension fund which owns the 
centre. It is managed by Keneth 
Peters.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

keith.whale@gcw.co.uk 

GCW offers lease 
renewal update
■ GCW’s professional team has 
created a series of briefing notes 
for clients on PACT referrals and 
interim rents. 

The move comes as the firm 
looks at new ways to help clients 
cope with lease renewals. With 
around 50 per cent of High 
Street leases due to expire by 
2015 it is important to look at the 
quickest and most cost-effective 
ways to handle disputes. 

The Professional Arbitration 
on Court Terms (PACT ) is 
an alternative way to resolve 
lease renewal disputes without 
the need to go to court. The 
process offers the opportunity 
for landlords and tenants to 
have the terms and rent payable 
under their new lease decided 
by a surveyor acting as either an 
arbitrator or independent expert.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

clive.gillingwater@gcw.co.uk 

Englishmen abroad Two French madames 
accompanied GCW staff on their Christmas day out to 
Paris. New recruits to the firm are traditionally required 
to dress smartly for the day in an outfit supplied by the 
rest of the staff and directors Gareth Storer and Steve 
Brown took on their role in style, despite the bemused 
gazes of Parisians and fellow Eurostar passengers.  

Asda offers Hailsham centre a boost 

El Mexicana 
plans new  
expansion wave 
■ Mexican restaurant El 
Mexicana has appointed GCW 
to advise on its expansion plans 
and is looking to open sites in 
major cities including London, 
Birmingham and Manchester.

GCW will tap into its 
experience in the leisure market 
to help this small company 
compete against bigger brands. 

“We can help to convince 
landlords that El Mexicana will 
be a good tenant. They are 
franchise-led and have a number 
of outlets already so landlords 
can see what they offer,” says 
GCW director Chris Hovington.  

El Mexicana opened its first 
restaurant at Meadowhall, 
Sheffield late in 2011 and 
followed this with openings on 
London’s New Oxford Street and 
in Ilford, as well as franchises at 
three motorway service stations 
in Beaconsfield, Cobham and 
Cambridge. 

The chain is looking for 800 to 
1,500 sq ft restaurants in major 
shopping centres.

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

chris.hovington@gcw.co.uk
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